METU ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY GRADUATE SYMPOSIUM 14
Spaces / Times / People: “Future” and Architectural History

December 18-19, 2025
@ Kubbealti, Faculty of Architecture, METU

Middle East Technical University Graduate Program in Architectural History organizes a series of
symposiums bi-annually, open to graduate students and researchers who have recently completed
their Ph.D. studies. The fourteenth meeting of the symposium series will take place on December 18-
19, 2025, focusing on the theme of “Spaces / Times / Peoples: Future and Architectural History.”

As climate change, pandemics, geopolitical instability, and technological acceleration reshape public life,
they unsettle our sense of the future. Architectural history confronts these pressures not only in the past it
studies but also through the concepts and tools with which it works. Concerns with risk, resilience,
heritage, and planetary scale belong to our present vocabulary, yet they also open new ways of revisiting
how earlier societies projected possibilities via precaution or negligence. Emerging tools, from digital
archives and GIS mapping to environmental modelling and Al, further transform how such pasts and
futures can be traced. This connection between history and futurity is not new. Histories of the built
environment have long been written with horizons to come in view: operative narratives intervened in the
present, preservationist accounts sought to secure what might otherwise be lost, and visionary projects
imagined transformation. The archive acts where aspirations and anxieties were contested, recast, or
erased, beyond the repository of evidence (Vogiatzaki, 2025).

Conceptual frameworks help make this position explicit. Reinhart Koselleck described historical time as
the tension between the “space of experience” and the “horizon of expectations” (2002). Mihai Nadin,
drawing on Heinz von Foerster, inverted causality with the provocation that “the cause lies in the future”
(2010), reminding us that anticipation organizes imagination and action, shaping institutions, practices,
and environments in advance of their realization. Horizons are always political and ambivalent: they may
open or close possibilities, appear utopian or dystopian, calculative or charismatic, public or secret (White,
2024). Imaginaries of risk generate regimes of governance (Beck, 2013), yet they can also produce
practices of resilience and solidarity. The foreclosure of possibilities may signal ethical theft across
generations (Ahmed, 2004), but hopes of prosperity and collective responsibility have likewise animated
visions of the built environment. Architecture and urbanism provide the terrains where these tensions
became material, as progress and modernity, fear and catastrophe, expertise and imagination all found
expression in plans, infrastructures, regulations, and designs.

We invite contributions from graduate students and early-career researchers that explore the intersections
of architectural, urban, and planning history with the problem of futurity. Possible directions include case
studies of how the future shaped architectural or urban practices; analyses of crises, risks, and
emergencies as temporal conditions of the built environment; reflections on historiography and how our
discipline has been written with futures in view; or methodological explorations of how emerging tools and
technologies expand our temporal and spatial horizons. We welcome papers across geographies and
periods that examine not only how the built environment was mobilized in the name of worlds-to-come,
but also how the writing of history itself has been directed by futures imagined, threatened, or lost..



Eligibility: The symposium is open to graduate students and researchers who have received their doctoral
degrees within the past 5 years.

Language of the Symposium: Turkish and English

Submission of Proposals: Abstract and information sheets should be sent to the e-mail address given
below.
- Abstract Sheet: Including the abstract (300 words) of the proposal, title of the paper and five
keywords. There should not be any information about the identity of the participant on the abstract
sheet.
- Information Sheet: The participant’s name, short biography, address, e-mail, and phone numbers
should be written on a separate sheet. The information sheet should include the title of the paper.

Deadline: November 1, 2025

The symposium will be held in person at Kubbealt, METU Faculty of Architecture, and the virtual
presentations will be considered upon request. The symposium fee is 900 TL for students, 1000 TL for
academic/employed researchers and 50 € for international participants.

Scientific Committee: T. Elvan Altan, Lale Ozgenel, Ali Uzay Peker, Ekin Pinar, Belgin Turan
Ozkaya, Pelin Yoncaci Arslan
Organization Committee: Elif Kaymaz, Nesrin Erdogan, Gizem Guner, Orgun Sena Saragoglu

Website: http://archist.arch.metu.edu.tr
E-mail address: metu.harch.symposium@gmail.com
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ODTU MIMARLIK TARIHI LISANSUSTU SEMPOZYUMU 14
Mekanlar / Zamanlar / insanlar: “Gelecek” ve Mimarlik Tarihi

18-19 Aralik, 2025
@ Kubbealti, Mimarlik Fakultesi, ODTU

Orta Dogu Teknik Universitesi Mimarlik Tarihi Anabilim Dali, iki yilda bir, lisansiistii 6grencilerin ve
doktoralarini yeni tamamlamis arastirmacilarin katiimina agik bir sesmpozyum serisi dizenlemektedir.
Bu sempozyumlarin on dérduncusu, 18-19 Aralik 2025 tarihinde duzenlenecek ve “Mekanlar /
Zamanlar / Insanlar: Gelecek ve Mimarlik Tarihi” temasina odaklanacaktir.

iklim degisikligi, pandemiler, jeopolitik dalgalanmalar ve teknolojik hizlanma toplumsal yasami
donusturdukee, gelecege dair algimiz da giderek daha kirilgan hale geliyor. Mimarlik tarihi bu baskilarla
yalnizca inceledigi gecmis araciligiyla degil, ayni zamanda kavramsal ¢erceveleri ve kullandigi yontemler
Uzerinden de yuzlesir. Risk, dayaniklilk, miras ve gezegen olgcegi bugin dusunsel repertuvarimizin
parcasidir; ancak ayni zamanda, gecmis toplumlarin ihtiyat ya da ihmal yoluyla gelecege nasil
yoneldiklerini yeniden degerlendirmek icin yeni olanaklar sunar. Dijital arsivlerden CBS haritalamaya,
cevresel modellemeden yapay zekaya uzanan yeni araglar, gecmis ile gelecek arasindaki iligkileri izleme
bicimlerimizi kokten donusturmektedir. Elbette gecmis ile gelecek arasindaki iligkiler yapili gevrenin tarihi
icinde cesitli sekillerde konu edilmis, ayrica gesitli beklentiler gozetilerek yazilmistir: mudahaleci anlatilar
bugtne yonelmis, korumaci yaklasimlar kaybolabilecek olani guvenceye almaya c¢alismig, vizyoner
projeler ise donusumu tahayyul etmistir. Arsiv de yalnizca bir belge birikimi degil; arzulann ve kaygilarin
tartisildigy, yeniden bigimlendigi ya da ortadan kaldinldigi bir alan olarak iglev gorur (Vogiatzaki, 2025).

Kavramsal cerceveler bu konumu belirginlestirir. Reinhart Koselleck, tarihsel zamani “deneyim alani” ile
“beklentiler ufku” arasindaki gerilim olarak tanimlamistir (2002). Mihai Nadin ise Heinz von Foerster'den
hareketle nedenselligi tersine cevirmis ve “asil sebep gelecektedir” dnermesiyle (2010), beklentinin salt
spekulasyon degil; hayal gicuni ve eylemi dizenleyen, kurumlari, pratikleri ve mekanlari sekillendiren bir
guc¢ oldugunu vurgulamistir. Gelecege bakis her zaman politik ve ¢eliskilidir: olasiliklar acabilir ya da
kapatabilir, Gtopyaci veya distopik, aracsal ya da cazibeli, kamusal ya da 6zel olarak tezahtr edebilir (White,
2024). Risk imgeleri 6zgul yonetim rejimleri tretir (Beck, 2013), ancak dayaniklilik ve dayanisma pratiklerini
de dogurabilir. Olasiliklarin yitisi kusaklar arasi etik bir kaybi isaret edebilir (Ahmed, 2004); 6te yandan refah
ve kolektif sorumluluk umutlan da yapili gevreye dair vizyonlari besleyebilir. Bu baglamda, mimarlik ve
kentlesme ilerleme ve modernite, korku ve felaket, uzmanlik ve hayal gucu arasindaki bu gerilimlerin maddi
olarak cisimlestigi zeminlerdir.

Mimarlik, kent ve planlama tarihinin geleceksellik sorunuyla kesisimlerini arastiran katkilar i¢in lisansustu
ogrencileri ve erken kariyer arastirmacilari davet ediyoruz. Bu katkilar arasinda gelecegin mekansal
pratikleri nasil sekillendirdigine iliskin calismalar; krizlerin, risklerin ve aciliyetin yapili ¢evrenin zamansal
kosullar olarak analizi; disiplinimizin tarih yaziminin gelecek ufuklarn gozeterek nasil insa edildigine dair
yansimalar; ya da yeni arag ve teknolojilerin zamansal ve mekansal ufkumuzu nasil genislettigini irdeleyen
yontemsel sorgulamalari konu edinen arastirmalar yer alabilir. Farkli cografya ve donemleri kapsayan,
yapili gevrenin gelecege yonelik olarak nasil seferber edildigini ve tarih yaziminin da tahayyul edilen, tehdit
edilen ya da yitirilen gelecekler tarafindan nasil yonlendirildigini inceleyen makaleleri bekliyoruz.



Katiimcilar: Sempozyum yuksek lisans veya doktora ¢alismalarini surdaren ve doktorasini son 5 yil icinde
bitirmis olan arastirmacilara aciktir.

Sempozyum Dili: Turkge ve ingilizce

Bildiri Teslimi: Ozet ve bilgi dosyalar asagida verilen e-posta adresine gonderilecektir.

- Ozet Dosyast: 300 kelimelik 6zetin ve 5 anahtar kelimenin oldugu sayfada katilimcinin kimligine
dair bilgi yer almamaldir.

- Bilgi Dosyasi: Katiimcinin ismi, kisa 6zgegmisi, posta ve e-posta adresleri ile telefon numaralar,
ve bildiri bagliginin da yer aldigi ayn bir sayfada géonderilmelidir.

Son Basvuru Tarihi: 1 Kasim 2025

Sempozyum ODTU Mimarlik Fakultesi, Kubbealt’'nda yuzyuze gergeklesecek olup, gevrimici sunum
yapmak isteyen katiimcilarin talepleri degerlendirmeye alinacaktir.

Sempozyum katilim Ucreti 6grenciler i¢cin 800 TL, akademik/¢alisan arastirmacilar i¢cin 900 TL, uluslararasi
katilimcilar i¢in 50 €'dur.

Bilim Kurulu: T. Elvan Altan, Lale Ozgenel, Ali Uzay Peker, Ekin Pinar, Belgin Turan Ozkaya, Pelin
Yoncaci Arslan
Duzenleme Kurulu: Elif Kaymaz, Gizem Guner, Nesrin Erdogan, Orgun Sena Saragoglu

Web sayfasi: http://archist.arch.metu.edu.tr
E-posta adresi: metu.harch.symposium@gmail.com



